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Message From The Headteacher
What a wonderful start to the school year we have had. It has been
wonderful to see all the children back at school and engaging so well in
learning.
Since we have started back we have welcomed 14 new children across
school into different year groups, we welcome them to Water Hall.
Thank you to everyone who has followed our new uniform guidelines. We
will continue to enforce the uniform standards until we have consistency
across the school. We hope that you continue to support us with this.
Please read the uniform page in the newsletter if you are unsure of what
the uniform requirements are.
Covid- 19 has not gone away, and we continue to have children and staff
who have tested positive for Covid. This continues to be a challenge for us
in school. We ask that you continue to support us by not sending children
into school if they display symptoms. Please read the covid-19 page to
remind yourself of the main symptoms.

Miss McGuire- Head Teacher

Our Star of the week assemblies have already started. These are on a Friday morning. We are continuing to
hold these meetings remotely at the moment until Covid- 19 cases in school have settled. The children really
enjoy the assembly and it is lovely to see them congratulating each other on screen. We have a new star of the
week board in school. The children’s pictures are displayed on the board for a week and are then added to our
Star of the week ﬁle which we keep in reception so that the children's achievements can be shared with all.
Keep an eye out in home communication books for star of the week pictures!
Please don’t forget to like and follow our Facebook page @WaterHallPrimary. We are starting to put more
information on there as well as school news.
https://www.facebook.com/WaterHallPrimary
Miss McGuire

Uniform
Back in July 2021, a letter was sent out detailing the changes to our uniform. Previously to this letter, we
consulted all on potential changes to to the uniform. We had 73 responses to that survey. The most
overwhelming response was in relation to the cost, with 60% stating that they would prefer a non
branded, non school uniform (available from the supermarket)
Most importantly, 83% stated that black was the preferred colour to be worn on the bottom half.
As we continue to make daily checks, the majority of children are in the correct uniform, however there are
still a small proportion of children who are not. Some children do not have white polo shirts for their
everyday uniform. Their are also a number of children who do not have black trousers or skirts/dresses.
We have had some conversations with some parents over the last month about having difﬁculties in
purchasing key pieces of the uniform, however we now hope that these difﬁculties in availability have
been resolved. Links to pieces available on Ebay have been shared on our Facebook page. We would like
to see all children wearing the correct uniform as soon as possible please. Any questions, then do come
and talk to us.

Water Hall Uniform
Daily uniform
●
White Polo Shirt
●
Royal Blue/Cobalt Blue Jumper/Cardigan
●
Black trousers, black skirt (no tube skirts) or black pinafore dress
●
Black tights or black socks.
Summer months only
●
Blue Gingham dresses with white socks or white tights
●
Black shorts (not sports shorts)
PE:
●
Light blue crew neck t-shirt (plain, non logo, emblems etc.)
●
Black jogging bottoms / Black leggings / Black shorts (non branded/no logo/ cycling shorts can
be worn but must be an appropriate length)
●
Black Jumper (no hoodies, non branded/no logo) This is optional
●
Black socks
●
Trainers (can be their normal outdoor shoes)

White polo shirts as part
of everyday uniform

Black bottom half of the uniform
PE t-shirts

Home learning
We are working hard in school to support the children in
extending and consolidating their learning at home.
You will notice that children are bringing books home to
read. These books are linked with the phonics that the
children are learning in school. Please take care of these!
Please do listen to them read. This really helps with their
phonics consolidation and conﬁdence. The books that
children bring home are ones that they have already read
in school or use the same phonics pattern as the one they
have learnt. They need to show off their new skills to you.

Here to help
If there are any concerns about your child’s education then please come
and speak to your class teacher in the ﬁrst instance.
We do try to be more than just a school! Please ask if you need help, if
we can’t help then we may be able to put you in touch with someone
who can.
Mrs Burrows and Mrs Day are here to help, as well as the whole school
staff.

Nursery and Reception
Thank you
It has been lovely to see the children settle so well into Reception and Nursery
despite the unfortunate recent closure. Thank you all for your understanding
and support with this. Thank you to Mr Everett who provided extremely
entertaining home learning videos for children whilst at home.

Uniform
Just a reminder that uniform for all children in Nursery and Reception is the same as the rest of the school.

Daily uniform
●
White Polo Shirt
●
Royal Blue/Cobalt Blue Jumper/Cardigan
●
Black trousers, black skirt (no tube skirts) or black pinafore dress
●
Black tights or black socks.
Summer months only
●
Blue Gingham dresses with white socks or white tights
●
Black shorts (not sports shorts)

Shoes
As we encourage the children to be independent
around the unit, some children are ﬁnding
putting on their shoes difﬁcult. Please can we ask
that you send children into school in shoes that
they are able to put on independently, e.g. shoes
with velcro. This will increase their conﬁdence
but also maximise their own learning time.

PE for Reception children
Reception children have been taking part in PE sessions on Thursday mornings. The last
few weeks, the children have been getting used to the PE teachers and the routines. After
half term, we ask that all children come into school on a Thursday in PE kit.
PE kit consists of the following:
● Light blue crew neck t-shirt (plain, non logo, emblems etc.)
● Black jogging bottoms / Black leggings / Black shorts (non branded/no logo/ cycling
shorts can be worn but must be an appropriate length)
● Black Jumper (no hoodies, non branded/no logo) This is optional
● Black socks
● Trainers (can be their normal outdoor shoes)

Online Safety

Steps you can take to help keep your child safer online
Parental controls: Parental controls have been designed to help you manage your child's online activities. There are
various types, some of which are free but others which can be bought. However, nothing is totally fool proof so they
shouldn't replace the need for you to support and advise your child using the internet. For more information and step by
step instructions on setting up parental controls, visit Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides - Internet Matters.
Supervise their online activity: Keep the devices your child uses in communal areas of the house such as the living room
or kitchen, where an adult is able to supervise. Primary-age children should not access the internet in private spaces
alone, such as in a bedroom or bathroom.
Explore together and chat little and often: Ask your child to show you their favourite apps, games and sites and
encourage them to teach you how to use these. Ask them if anything ever worries them online. Make sure they know they
won’t be in trouble and can get help by talking to you or another adult they trust if anything happens online that makes
them feel worried, sad or scared.
Make sure they know where to go for support: Remind your child they can always speak to you or an adult they trust if
anything happens online that makes them feel worried or upset. For a breakdown of report services, visit: Supporting
your child with reporting unwanted content online
Take a look at Thinkuknow: Thinkuknow is the national online safety education programme from the National Crime
Agency. Thinkuknow offers learning activities, advice and support for children and young people aged 4-18 and their
families. The Jessie & Friends animations for 4 to 7s will help you start a conversation about online safety and for 8-10’s,
there’s the Play Like Share animations and the Band Runner game and advice website .
Help your child identify trusted adults who can help them if they are worried: This includes you and other adults at home,
as well as adults from wider family, school or other support services who they are able to contact at this time. Encourage
them to draw a picture or write a list of their trusted adults.
Talk about how their online actions affect others: If your child is engaging with others online, remind them to consider
how someone else might feel before they post or share something. If they are considering sharing a photo/video of
somebody else, they should always ask permission ﬁrst.

Use ‘SafeSearch’: Most web search engines will have a ‘SafeSearch’ function, which will allow you to limit the
content your child can access whilst online. Look out for the ‘Settings’ button on your web browser homepage,
which is often shaped like a small cog.
Visit Thinkuknow.co.uk/parents for more information on keeping your child safer online.

Covid-19
As restrictions are slowly lifted and life seems to be getting back to some form of normality, Covid-19
continues to remind us in school that it is very much still around. Since we have re opened, we have
had positive case after positive case. This led to early years being closed due to an outbreak in both
children and staff. Thankfully, all children and staff fully recovered.
It continues to be a nasty virus and therefore we ask that you all continue to support us by keeping
children at home if they are displaying any symptoms. If children have symptoms, you must isolate
and book a PCR test. You must continue to isolate until you receive the PCR test result. If the result is
negative, children can return to school when they are well enough to do so. If PCR is positive, then you
will be required to isolate for 10 days. The dates will be determined by track and trace.
If children test positive, it is important that you inform school as soon as possible. We need to know
the following information so that we can report cases to the Local Authority:
●
Date Symptoms started
●
Date of PCR
●
Date of positive result
●
Date children are able to return to school as advised by track and trace.
You can call the school ofﬁce or email covid@waterhallprimary.co.uk

Main symptoms of Covid-19

Reporting absence

As a school we:
●
●
●

Promote and celebrate good attendance and the reduction of absences, including persistent
absence
Ensure every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled
Act early to address patterns of absence, support families and pupils in having good
attendance

Parents are expected to:
●
●
●

Perform their legal duty by ensuring their children attend regularly
Inform us, by 8.45am, with any reasons for absence
Allow us to support where necessary with absences and persistent absences to improve
attendance
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